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Sale of O-stick cigarette
packs to be banne from Oct
laahina Maqbool
lamaball

etter sense has finally pre-
uled within the rank and file
'the Ministryof Health,which
stored its credibility here on
iesday by announcing discon-
nuationof the sale of IO-stick
garette packs throughout
akistanwith effect from Octo-
er I, 2011, rather than two
iars later.
Minister for Health Riaz
ussain Pirzada made an an-
nmcement to this effect while
Idressinga seminar arranged
connection with World No-
ibacco Day.Organised by the
ibacco Control Cell, the sem-
.ar was attended by Addi-.
mal Secretary Health Khalid
anif,AdditionalDirector Gen-
'al of the Tobacco Control
ell Dr. Minhaj-us-Siraj, Dr.
unaia from the WorldHealth
rganization,and DIGNational
ighways and Motor:way Po-
:eDr.Muhammad Shafiq,and
bdul Sattar Chaudhry, who
as introduced as the father of
bacco control in Pakistan in
ew of his pioneering role in
tablishing a programme for
bacco control in the country.

Bowing to the tactics of the
tobacco industry, the Ministry
of Health had moved a sum-
mary to the Ministry of Law,
seeking an extension of two
years (from October 2011 to
October 2013) for implementa-
tion of the Statutory Regulatory
Order (SRO)seeking discontin-
uation of the sale of IO-stick
cigarette packs. Strong resis-
tance from the media, followed
by reaction from anti-tobacco
campaigners, compelled the
Ministry of Health to stop short
of bestowing a huge favour
upon the ever-expanding to-
bacco industry.

One of the funnies aspects
of the sununary moved by the
Ministry of Health was that it
had proposed that the two-year
'extension' be announced as a
new tobacco control measure
on the occasion of World No-
Tobacco Day, little realizing
that this annual observation is
about stricter enforcement of
laws discouraging tobacco use,
and not ones that offer relief to
the tobacco industry!

"The sale of cigarette packs
ofless than 20sticks will not be
allowed anywhere in Pakistan
after October I, 2011,"Pirzada

stated, hoping that the measure
will prove to be a deterrent for
old and new smokers alike. He
articulated the intention to
showcase Islamabad as a model
tobacco-free city .through
stricter enforcement of the
2002 anti-smoking ordinance.
The minister also announced
that the pictorial health warn-
ing on cigarette packs will also
be rotated later this year.

Taking to the media on the
sidelines of the seminar,
Pirzada confirmed that all na-
tional health programmes will
be retained at the federal level
in the post-devolution scenario.
"However, the services sector
has got to be devolved to the
provinces, " he added. The min-
ister clarified that devolution
will be a slow and gradual pro-
cess dominated by stricter
monitoring at the provincial
level to ensure that the coun-
try's international commit-
ments continue to be fulfilled.
Withrespect to hospitals, he re-
gretted that health facilities at
the tehsil headquarter level
leave a lot to be desired in
terms of availability of trained
human resource in particular.

Khalid Hanif flagged the

chronic issue of poor imple-
mentation of policies on ac-
count of absence of a robust
monitoring and implementa-
tion mechanism.

Earlier, Dr. Minhaj shared
data onmorbidity and mortality
resulting from tobacco use at
the national and global levels.
He shared that the Cell has ob-
tained approval for the estab-
lishment of smoking cessation
clinics across all federal govern-
ment hospitals, and hoped that
at least one clinic would be up
and running in the near future.

Dr. Minhaj also shared re-
cent achievements of the Cell,
which included the introduction
of tobacco control measures in
the curriculum of secondary
schools. Punjab, he informed,
has taken the lead in this re-
spect, with other provinces ex-
pected to follow suit. Future
plans of the Cell include the de-
velopment of a National Policy
for Tobacco Control, amend-
ments in current legislation in
line with the Framework Con-
vention on Tobacco Control
(FCTC), complete ban on to-
bacco advertising, promotion
and sponsorships, as well as ac-
tive lobbyingwith the Revenue

Departmentfor enhancement
taxes on tobacco.

Dr. Sumaia read out t
message of the RegionalDin
tor of WHO Dr. Hussein
Gezairy,who has underscor
the significance of FCTCin I
sponse to globalisation of t
tobacco epidemic. He h
urged countries 'to domore'
actively taking the steps nee
to pass and enforce necessa
legislation. He has called up,
non-parties to the FCTCto ~
on board, the civil society ai
NGOs to advocate, and tl
public to demand complian.
from the government for effe
tive implementation of tl
landmark treaty that came in
force five years ago.

The ceremony concludi
with an award ceremony a
lrnowledgingthe contnbutioi
of different stakeholders in tJ
anti-tobacco drive. Promine
among the winners were tc
position-holders of an ess:
contest organized by the C(
on the hazards of tobacco us
Ayesha Hasan, Mishal Dild
and Shiraz Hussain - all '
them students of Bahria C(
lege - clinched the top-thn
positions, respectively.


